Proposed Jefferson County Wildfire Resiliency Code:
A Guide to Understanding the Draft and Next Steps

This document generally reviews the County’s existing regulations for wildfire
resiliency and the County’s proposal to amend those regulations for
compliance with Senate Bill 23-166. Jefferson County is proposing updates to
its structure hardening and defensible space requirements that would apply
to the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) in unincorporated Jefferson County.
These updates are due in part as a response to the Colorado Wildfire
Resiliency Code (CWRC), which sets minimum standards for structure
hardening, defensible space, and WUI mapping and in part, to incorporate
components of the Jefferson County Community Wildfire Protection Plan
(CWPP).

Colorado Wildfire Resiliency Code (CWRC)

The Colorado Wildfire Resiliency Code Board (State Board) was established by Senate Bill
23-166. The State Board was tasked with adopting a model code to allow the state to adopt
and enforce best practices for wildfire resiliency throughout Colorado. The State Board
adopted the 2025 Colorado Wildfire Resiliency Code (CWRC) on July 1, 2025. For Jefferson
County, and any governing body with jurisdiction in the WUI, the CWRC sets minimum
standards for structure hardening, defensible space, and WUI mapping. The County’s
current structure hardening standards, defensible space standards, and WUI Overlay Map
do not meet the CWRC requirements. In order to comply with the CWRC, Jefferson County
is required to update its applicable regulations by April 1, 2026. Enforcement of the
updated regulations must occur by July 1, 2026.

Proposed Jefferson County Wildfire Resiliency Code

To meet the CWRC requirements and certain components of the CWPP, the County is
proposing a new centralized document that will include both the structure hardening and
defensible space standards and applicability, currently set forth in the Zoning Resolution
and/or Building Code. The new document is called the Jefferson County Wildfire Resiliency


https://dfpc.colorado.gov/WRCB

Code (County WRC). The first draft of the County WRC and proposed WUl map are
available for review and comment November 19-December 16, 2025.

The Jefferson County Wildfire Resiliency Code would apply to new construction and
exterior alterations of existing structures within the WUI, which will now extend into the
plains. There are proposed exemptions from the County WRC, which can be found in
Chapter 1. There are also proposed exceptions to defensible space standards as written in
Chapter 5.

The County worked closely with Fire Protection Districts to draft the Jefferson County
Wildfire Resiliency Code. Additionally, the County took into consideration analysis and
recommendations from the Jefferson County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)
updated in 2024. Based upon the CWPP, the County recognizes there is an urgent need for
homeowners and businessowners to mitigate wildfire risk on their property. The proposed
County WRC addresses the need for wildfire mitigation through defensible space and
structure hardening for new and altered structures located in the WUI.

Wildland Urban Interface Overlay Map

The CWRC sets minimum standards for mapping the WUI. To meet the CWRC standards,
the County will need to update its WUI Overlay Map. The current map generally covers
areas above 6400 feet elevation. The proposed map was developed as part of the County’s
CWPP and is based on the best-available science and observations of fire behavior along
the Colorado Front Range. The CWPP delineates the WUI boundary for the purpose of
enforcing planning and zoning codes to reduce the ignitability of structures. The proposed
map would extend the WUI boundary below 6400 feet elevation and into the plains area of
unincorporated Jefferson County. This expansion of the WUl boundary is one of the most
significant changes proposed by the County WRC.

The proposed map has three different WUl designations: Intermix (orange), Interface
Perimeter (light blue), and Interface Interior (dark blue). The WUI Intermix zone will need to
follow the Class 2 requirements of the County WRC, which are stricter requirements than
Class 1. The Interface Perimeter and Interior zones will need to follow the Class 1
Requirements of the County WRC.
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Building Code

Jefferson County’s current structure hardening requirements can be found as Code
Supplement Appendix Z in the Adopted Building Codes. Appendix Z has been effective

since January 1, 2020. The updated structure hardening requirements will move to the new
County WRC and be referenced by the County’s Building Codes.

Zoning Resolution

The County’s current defensible space requirements can be found in Zoning Resolution
Section 39 (Wildland Urban Interface Overlay District). Section 39 references the
defensible space standards in Colorado State University’s Cooperative Extension Fact
Sheet 6.302. Zoning Resolution Section 39 will be updated to reference new defensible
space standards in the County WRC.

Additional amendments are proposed to Zoning Resolution Section 2, Section 19, and
Definitions in order to align with the proposed exemption for structures that do not exceed
120 square feet and are at least 10 feet from habitable structures.

Additional Wildfire Regulations

The County WRC only covers structure hardening and defensible space minimum
standards for unincorporated areas of the County within the designated WUI. Other
wildfire mitigation standards such as water supply and access are being reviewed by the
County for integration into the Transportation Design and Construction Manual and Unified
Land Use Code.

Code Adoption

Since the County WRC integrates both Building Code and Zoning standards into one
document, the County WRC and existing regulation amendments will be heard at public
hearings with the Planning Commission and Board of Review. The Planning Commission
and Board of Review will provide recommendations to the Board of County
Commissioners. The Board of County Commissioners will also hold a public hearing where
they will make the final decision on whether to approve or deny the proposed regulations
and map. We anticipate hearings in February and March.
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Enforcement

The County will be enforcing the County WRC in unincorporated Jefferson County as
identified by the WUI Overlay Map. The County has been coordinating with Fire Protection
Districts regarding the proposed County WRC as Fire Protection Districts are considered a
governing body within unincorporated Jefferson County. For consistency and due to limited
capacity at Fire Protection Districts, the goal is for the County to enforce the County WRC
across unincorporated Jefferson County rather than each Fire Protection District adopting
and enforcing separate structure hardening and defensible space codes.

Public Comment

Please send your written comments about the proposed regulations and map to
PZRegRev@jeffco.us.

Community Meetings

The County will be holding two community meetings to go over the content of the proposed
draft and answer questions about the draft. Meetings will be recorded and posted on the
Regulations Update page.

Tuesday, December 2, 2025, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

e Virtual meeting
e [nformation to join the virtual meeting can be found on the County Public Meetings
page at least one week prior to the meeting.

Wednesday, December 3, 2025, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

e Hybrid meeting so community members can join in person or virtually.

e In person locationis Hearing Room One at 100 Jefferson County Parkway, Golden,
CO.

e [nformation to join the virtual meeting can be found on the County Public Meetings
page at least one week prior to the meeting.
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Notification

If you are interested in being notified of future regulation updates, please subscribe to
"Planning & Zoning Regulation Updates" on the NotifyMe page. Enter your email address.
Next to Notify Me - Planning & Zoning Regulation Updates choose one or both of the
following:

Choose the envelope icon™ if you’d like to receive email alerts.

H/Choose the phone icon if you’d like to receive text alerts.
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