
Claiming Conifer’s Character

2010 Conifer Area Community Survey

Survey Results--May 2010



Survey Purpose

Purpose Determine what community members 
are interested in with regard to a variety 
of issues and opportunities that will 
shape Conifer in the years to come.

Findings Conifer Area Council
used by Jefferson County

Local organizations and businesses
Community members like you



Accomplishments from
Previous Surveys

Trails
 Conifer Area Conceptual Trails Master Plan
 First trail section to be completed this summer
 Working on Aspen Park trail loop

Community Vision
 Facilitated groups working on Historic and Land Preservation
 Main Street Loop Project
 Architectural Preference Study
 Color Conifer
 Streetscape  Study of Sutton Road/Conifer Road

Survey results convey preferences of our community
to those making decisions on our behalf.



Survey Background

 Developed and administered by Conifer Area Council

 Follow up to the 2006 CAC survey

 Timeframe: February thru March, 2010

 Local organizations helped craft the questions

 Offered to all interested Conifer area residents



A 1/3 increase in respondents over the 2006 survey.

Number of Respondents 1,329
75% Internet respondents
25% Hard copy respondents

Increase over 2006 survey 33%

From a possible 14,787 9.0 % responded
2000 Census data

Survey
Respondents



•This is not a scientifically validated survey.  We used a convenience sample . . 
anyone in the Conifer area could fill it out.  We were interested in hearing 
from as many community residents as possible.

•Therefore, these findings can’t be generalized to all Conifer area residents.

•Whenever possible we compared these responses to the 2006 survey and to 
the U.S. Census data for the Conifer area.  

•Similarities between this survey and either the 2006 survey or the U.S. 
Census information suggests that survey respondents and the overall 
community are  of similar makeup.  

Survey
Methodology



Location of 
Respondents

34.7%

17.7%

17.7%

14.0%

9.1%

6.9%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Areas South to Pine Junction

Conifer Central Area

Areas North Toward Evergreen

Areas North and East Toward Denver

Areas Due East

Areas South of Pine Junction



Age of Respondents
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Gender of Respondent
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Female

Male

36.9%

63.1%



Length of Residency
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20 years or more

Not a resident



Family Status
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Single

Married/couple

80.0%

20.0%



Number in Household
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2 people
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5 or more people



Level of Education

11.7%

6.2%

16.2%

7.3%

29.1%

29.4%
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Some high school

High school graduate or GED

Some college, no degree

Associate's degree

Bachelor's degree

Graduate or professional degree



Work Location

19.1%

26.1%

16.4%

4.0%

18.8%

15.8%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Within the Conifer 285 corridor but not at home

Outside the Conifer 285 corridor

I work from my home/self-employed

I telecommute with an employer outside of the 285 
corridor

I am not employed

Other“I am not employed” and “Other”
include retirees.



Preferred Architectural 
Style

52

58

181

182

201

399

523

534

0 100 200 300 400 500 600

A look similar to the Aspen Park Village Center (Aspen Perk, 
Copy Copy)

A look similar to the Conifer Crossing Victorian building near 
Mountain View RTD Park-n-Ride

A look similar to the Conifer Marketplace (Staples, Checkers)

A look similar to the Mountain Resource Center building

A look similar to the Timber Run West log building south of 
Long Brothers Garage

A look similar to The Village at Aspen Park (King Soopers)

A look similar to the Conifer Town Center (Safeway)

A look similar to the Evergreen Lake House



Preferred Businesses 
and Services
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Large chain stores
Home furnishing stores

Florist
Home improvement stores

Thrift shop/second hand stores
Animal shelters

Shuttle bus/taxi service
Bed and Breakfasts/hotels

Sporting goods stores
Variety gift stores

Clothing/shoe stores
Drug stores

Library service hours expansion
Art galleries and shops

Urgent medical care facilities



1 2 3 4 5

51%

30%

0%
5%

14%

Conifer Community Survey—
Town Hall Meeting Poll

1. Very important
2. Somewhat important
3. Not that important
4. Not at all important
5. Don’t know

An urgent medical care facility was the most highly 
selected of all desired businesses/services by survey 
respondents. How important is the availability of an 

urgent medical care facility to you?



Internet Connection
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I do not connect to the Internet

I don't know

Cable

Dial-up (land line)

Satellite

Wireless (over the air)

DSL



Internet Speed

15.5%
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Satisfaction with 
Connectivity
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Phone Service Used
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No phone service

Satellite
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Interest in Shared 
Office Space

2.0%

8.7%

49.5%

20.7%

6.8%

12.3%
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Depends on price

Do not know



Likely To Use Rentable Space
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For large groups of 151 or more

For larger groups of 51 - 150 people

For medium size groups from 21 - 50 people

For small groups of 10 - 20 people

No



Awareness of Events
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167
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687
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Service clubs (Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions Club, Conifer Newcomers & …

Chamber of Commerce

Town Hall Meetings

Library

Homeowner Associations

Religious organizations

Conifer Area Council

Community websites

Bulletin boards (Post Office and local businesses)

Schools

Mountain Connection/Serenity

Pinecam.com

Hustler

Neighbors and friends

High Timber Times/Canyon Courier/Fairplay Flume



Value of an Internet-Based 
Calendar of Events
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Extremely valuable

Very valuable
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Not very valuable

Not at all valuable



Awareness of the Public 
Library
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118
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Yes
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Frequency of Use of the 
Library

3.3%

16.7%

22.6%

35.7%

21.7%
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Never



Use of Old Recycling Center

31.4%

18.1%

50.6%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Yes, regularly

Yes, occasionally

No



Possible Use of an Attended 
Recycling Center

27.9%

34.0%

28.1%

10.0%
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Yes, definitely

Maybe

Probably not

Definitely not



Awareness of the 
Mountain Resource Center
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0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200

Yes

No

83.8%

16.2%



Awareness of the 
MRC Thrift Shop

981

310
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Yes

No

76.0%

24.0%



Recreational Activities Desired

130

132

142

183

186

240

274

325

347

360

455

554

556

721

787
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No need for additional activities

Recreational vehicle camping

Disc golf

Tent camping (back country)

Tent camping (auto accessible)

Fishing

Rock climbing

Shooting range

Cross-country skiing opportunities

Snowshoeing opportunities

Recreational outdoor activities like golf, archery, zip line course, extreme challenge

Community center for outdoor activities

Recreational indoor activities like fitness, arts and crafts, karate, electronic games

Hiking trails between community centers, open space, and neighborhoods

Community center for indoor activities



1 2 3 4 5

60%

16%

0%

7%

16%

Conifer Community Survey—
Town Hall Meeting Poll

1. Very important
2. Somewhat important
3. Not that important
4. Not at all important
5. Don’t know

The development of hiking trails between community 
centers, open space and neighborhoods was selected by 

almost 60% of all respondents to the survey. How 
important is a trails system to you? 



Activities for Youth
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330

349
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No need for additional activities

Childcare centers

Outdoor history museum (Belmar/Littleton History Museum)

Leadership development activities

Wilderness areas

Skateboard park

Coffee House for teens

Outdoor team sports fields

Art/music/theater/crafts classes

Employment opportunities

Playgrounds

Safe trails to get from school to after-school activities

Indoor team sports/fitness facility



Doing Wildfire Mitigation
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77.0%

23.0%



Homeowner’s Association 
Working on Wildfire Mitigation

28.2%

30.1%

41.6%
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Yes
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Awareness of Jeffco Hazard 
Mitigation Plan
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Property With Historic 
Significance
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Property With a 50 Year Old 
Structure

12.2%

84.0%
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0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Yes
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Own historic documents, 
photos, or artifacts
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Yes
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Awareness of Meyer Property 
Feasibility Study
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Would Support a Museum and 
Visitor Center

68.1%
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Awareness of Yellow Barn 
Preservation Efforts
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Would Support the Yellow Barn 
Preservation Effort

61.9%
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26.6%
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Yes
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48%

33%

0%

6%

13%

Conifer Community Survey—
Town Hall Meeting Poll

1. Very important
2. Somewhat important
3. Not that important
4. Not at all important
5. Don’t know

According to the Conifer community survey, 68.1% said 
they would support preservation of the Yellow Barn 

corner and 61.9% said they would support preservation 
of the Meyer Ranch House. How important is it to you to 

preserve these historic landmarks? 



Importance of a Coordinated 
Wildflower Planting Program

33.4%

44.5%

15.5%

6.7%
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Very important
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Not very important

Not at all important



Preferred Gathering Places
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Other

Public plazas within commercial areas with picnic 
tables

Neighborhood parks with playgrounds

Neighborhood parks with grassy areas and natural 
settings

Pavilion for art festivals and other events

Amphitheater for concerts and other events

Large natural areas and open spaces



Use of Community Parks in 
the Summer
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Use of Community Parks in 
the Winter
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11.9%

32.9%

16.5%
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Most Used Community Parks
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10.3%

13.9%
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31.1%
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Reynolds Park

Any of the Denver Mountain Parks

Pine Valley Ranch

I do not use any of them

Conifer Community Park at Beaver Ranch

Meyer Ranch

Flying J Ranch



How Open Space Parks Are 
Used
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Disc golf

Camping

Cross country skiing

Fishing

Playground

Snowshoeing

Bark park

Other

Community events

Biking

Picnics

Hiking



Interest in Additional 
Activities at Local Parks
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487

751
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Senior activities

Outdoor sports classes (snowshoeing, x-c skiing)

Wilderness education

Historic presentations/exhibits

Art and music workshops

Community gatherings

Naturalist hikes

Recreational/fitness classes

Music events



Loop Configuration Preferred
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Street parking only

Street parking combined with small parking lots

Day use only with no lighting

Small parking lots near parks and businesses

Low level lighting for after dark

Sidewalks or trails alongside the roadway



Loop Features Preferred
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Residential areas

Large shops/businesses

Bed and breakfasts or small inns

Public plazas in business areas

Playgrounds and sports fields

Restaurants

Small shops/businesses

Park areas with tables, benches, and restrooms



Value of Land Conservation
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Support for Purchasing Land 
for Public Use

40.2%

38.7%

7.8%

1.9%

11.3%
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Definitely
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Not very likely

Definitely not

Don't know



Importance of Protecting Land

Importance* 1 2 3 4 5

•Wildlife habitat 4% 5% 14% 19% 58%

•Mitigate impact 6% 7% 19% 23% 45%
of development

•Protect land for 7% 10% 29% 28% 26%
public use

•Scenic qualities 5% 11% 25% 27% 31%

•Working ranches 14% 18% 26% 20% 21%

•Historic value 9% 12% 24% 26% 29%

*1=Least Important 5=Most Important



Awareness of the Conifer 
trails system development
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Frequency of Use of Other 
Denver Mountain Area Trails
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Likely Use of Trails
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Horseback riding

Cross country skiing

Running

Snowshoeing

Biking

Walking/hiking



Places To Access By Trails

132

231

276

338

406

444

714

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800

RTD

After school programs

Schools

Retail shops

Grocery store

Coffee shop

Open space parks
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